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Question  1 
 
1/ Do you think maintaining, balancing and enhancing forests functions should be 
given more attention?  
Yes. The forests functions are very complex. Some aren’t actually very well known. 
Others remain essential for research and investigation. Either aesthetic or 
practical, economic or vital. forests enrich landscapes. Green landscapes are more 
attractive than ultra-mineralised perspectives. Forests give shade to all types of 
life, especially during the Summer hot hours. So they harbour biodiversity (fauna 
and flora, micro-fauna and micro-flora). They protect and stabilise soils. They also 
regenerate them. They take part to regulation of elements such as water, air, fire 
(the bigger hazard for biodiversity), including their erosive and/or destructive 
action. Not only carbon cycle so frequently quoted, but also nitrogen and oxygen. 
Oxygen doesn’t give acid as Lavoisier thought. But it is essential and vital for quite 
all type of life in water and atmosphere. Oxygen is biogenic. The production of 
oxygen by forests is vital and strategic. This gas might have been called “biogen”, 
its importance being so crucial for life and biodiversity.  
 
2/ If so, on what level should action be taken, EU, national and others? 
At all levels, including global, national local and by citizens.  
 
3/ How should it be done? 
Three directions might be opened:  

1. sharing more knowledge and experiences, with common projects, and 
intensify through bilateral and of course multilateral cooperations (UE and 
UN; cf. response to question 5-9);  

2. improving  research and knowledge in areas of ecology insufficiently 
investigated until today (such as the part of forests in oxygen cycle); 

3. improving knowledge on trees and forests, micro-faunas and micro-floras 
associated. 

 
 

Question 2 
 
1/To what extent are EU forests and the forest sector ready to address the nature 
and magnitude of the challenge posed by climate change? 
Studies have been done on the subject. The impact of climate change on forests 
may have been over-evaluated. For example, local species of trees, such as beech, 
might have greater capacity to adapt than expected. This maximises the 
inconvenient of clear under-evaluation of non-commercial functions of forests. 
Another bad effect of climate change may be acidification, salinisation of soils, 
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proliferation of invasive plants in forests and another places. Information on the 
subjects has certainly to be improved. 
 
2/ Do you consider particular regions, certain countries are exposed/vulnerable to 
the effect of climate change? What sources of information would you base your 
answer on? 
Yes. In Europe, Mediterranean countries will probably be more affected than 
others. The sea level rise impacts vegetation and cultures in estuaries and deltas. 
Salt water invasion is effective in the Nile delta. The situations will be more 
critical if the pressure of continental waters is lower in the future. Consequences 
for rural populations are yet very important, because only few trees such as certain 
palm trees resist to salinity. Salinity and acidity, droughts and/or 
submersions/inundations create very serious risks at long term. Data given by 
international press, and recent scientific publications on the topic, are subject to 
reflexions.  
 
3/ Would you have a need for EU early action to ensure all forests functions are 
maintained? 
Certainly a better knowledge on all the functions. Particularly the oxygen cycle. 
This function seems in fact the most important one. The various stakeholders have 
to know that the composition of atmosphere has changed along the eras of Earth 
evolution. The oxygen represented successively 16% of the atmosphere, 2 million 
years ago, and 35%, 0,5 million years later. A pike, apparently. And now, about 
21%. If this proportion is significantly reduced in the future, particularly if 
irrelevant consumption of fossil energy is not contained, life, biodiversity and 
future generations may know much more difficulties. Oxygen used for combustion 
is considered such as an infinite resource. Oxygen simply used such as combustive 
or by fires will not be used for respiration, life and biodiversity.  
 
4/ How could the EU contribute to add value to the respective efforts of Members 
States? 
Encourage research and cooperation, especially on functions over-evaluated or 
relatively unknown of forests. Promote and develop sharing of knowledge and 
experiences. 
 

Question 3 
 
1/ Do you consider that EU and Members States policies are sufficient to ensure 
that the EU contributes to forest protection, including preparing forest to climate 
change and conserving biodiversity in forests? 
See response 2.1. 
 
2/ In what areas, if any, do you think further action may be necessary? How might 
this be organised, under the given policy framework or beyond ? 
Promoting or enhancing co-operation on knowledge to preserve the vital functions 
of forests is necessary. Especially in the areas of fire, diseases and invasive species 
in forests. For example, birch and Molinia invade French forests. Integrated 
ecosystems including wind, water, erosion by winds and waters, fires, diseases and 
others risks on forests (salinisation, acidification, wet zones regression, etc...) will 
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be designed, experimented and generalised at EU level. To extend this type of 
cooperation to curative actions will be more effective  in the areas covered by UE 
and UN organisations. The support given by UE to UN member State, particularly in 
case of natural disaster is a very good thing. 
 

Question 4 
 
1/ How would the practical implementation of sustainable forest management be 
updated in order to upkeep the productive and protective functions of forests and 
overall viability of forestry, as well as enhance the resilience of forests and 
overall viability of forestry, as well as enhance the resilience of the forests in 
view of climate change and biodiversity loss? 
The productive function of forests are clearly over-evaluated. The protective, 
clearly under-evaluated. The biogenic also. So the challenges of climate change 
and biodiversity loss will be problematic. Ways of research are suggested below. 
 
2/ What steps are required to ensure that the gene pool in forests reproductive 
material can be successfully conserved in its diversity and adapted to climate 
change?  
Research on genetics and reproductive materials generally tends to focalise on the 
rhythm of productive trees. Reduce the vegetative cycle of each specie, which can 
be multi secular (approximately 300 years for European oak), to the medium 
and/or maximum lifespan of human life (80 or 120 years) seems irrelevant. 
Accelerate the harvest and the quantity of wood produced is expected. In fact, 
develop quantity reduces quality. Generally, slow growth gives wood of higher 
quality. Eurhythmy is harmony in space and time, according to the different 
rhythms of the life. Design uniquely with time is not design with space and with 
nature. And with man. So aspects of landscapes and biodiversity seems not always 
satisfying in UE. Knowing better the ability and real potential of adaptation of local 
species of trees seems essential. Understanding why forestry has promoted in the 
past so many Pseudotsuga menziesii and so few Larix decidua, with high quality 
wood resisting to fire seems difficult. With a better impact on landscapes and 
biodiversity. 
 
 

Question 5 
 
Taking into account the various relevant policy levels, is available forest 
information  today sufficient to assess with sufficient accuracy and consistency:   
1/ The health and condition of EU forests? 
Life span of trees, higher or medium, is rarely taken into consideration in forests 
policies. Eurhythmy postulates nevertheless this, for a development of forests in 
harmony with nature, biodiversity and life. Considering 80 years as an ideal 
lifespan for the production of wood from a specific tree is just simply an implicit 
reference at the average mankind life span. Life span is about 300 years for 
European oaks. 180/205 years is wiser than the now considered 80 years anyway. 
The Colbert’s oaks are nearly four centuries old. Improving EU research and 
cooperation about tree’s diseases and invasive species would certainly be 
opportune. 
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2/ Their reproductive potential? 
See response 4-2.  
 
3/ Their carbon balance? 
See response 1-1. 
 
4/ Their protective functions (soils, water, weather regulation, biodiversity)? 
These functions are generally well known and analysed. Well understood. So just 
forward the fact that forests absorb winds’ energy, that forests’ micro-organisms 
play an important part in life and biodiversity. Forest is a biodiversity reserve 
(macro and micro). It provides also food to many fauna and avifauna and protects 
cultures in the neighbouring areas. 
 
5/ The provision of services for society and their social function/ 
This aspect seems correctly appreciated. Hunting, leisure are well known. Positive 
impact on public health may be less understood. Forest could help mankind 
towards a better knowledge of its own rhythms and find a better equilibrium. 
Hesiod (whose name signifies “he is the way”) went and came back from Ascra to 
Muses’ Valley each morning. He thought an early and daily walk of four kilometres 
in forest will be one of the best things for man and his health, physic or mental. 
 
6/ Overall viability of forestry? 
Planning and budgeting are jeopardized by hurricanes such as the 1999 and 2009 
ones. The wood price then collapses and to obtain the initially planned quantity of 
wood, it gets necessary to cut more and more trees. Rhythms of life in forests 
maybe multi-seculars. Risks for life of the forests (fire, wind, etc...) are high and 
hazardous. Important functions cannot be valorised. It is thus quite impossible to 
plan a financial project. When the owner of a devastated forest obtains 0,50 euro 
for one ton of Landes pinewood in France, who can persuade him to replant his 
forest? Whereas 300 years are necessary to collect this wood, which bank will offer 
a credit on such a long term? Sell a Colbert’s oak tree (370 years of care) 24.000 
euros seems insignificant. Then, targets are at short or medium term. And not at 
long or very long term such as a more rational management should be designed. In 
Netherlands most forests belong to public sector. In Germany, insurance companies 
invested a substantial part of their technical reserves in forests. Those countries 
might be examples for other Members of UE. 
 
7/ If it is not sufficient, how should forest information be improved? 
Though a data bank on forests. For example, USDA Forest Service (Research & 
Development) provides information on trees diseases and invasive plants. World 
Digital Library is essentially historical. The European Library could open an 
extensive scientific and technical documentation canter, that would be consulted 
by Member States and their central and local authorities; scientific bodies; 
education, training and research centres; NGOs, associations, citizens and all type 
of public. It will be a first step towards the constitution of an authentic European 
Library, both scientific and technical. Its need is evident. Diseases are the first 
possible example for a relevant experience. Today, the item 580 of this European 
virtual library (Science-Botanical sciences) counts only one item on Dutch 
educational botanical chart 1870-1960. So the progress margin seems substantial. 
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National libraries of Members have certainly material to share scientific and 
technical information on the subject. 
 
8/ Are efforts towards harmonized data collection on forest sufficient? 
Maybe considerably improved such as described in 7/ 
 
9/ What can do the EU to further develop and/or enhance forest information 
systems? 
Cf. 7/.  
 

Question 6 
 
Would you like to make further comments on the questions set out in the Green 
Paper or rake any other inners concerning forest protection and information in EU? 
See document attached (Note du 24/07/2010). 2010 is the International Year for 
Biodiversity. Then, old and quite permanent oil spills over in such places as 
Indonesia, Nigeria, now in the Mexican Gulf, and recently along the Chinese coasts 
This will have a very important, extended, negative and long term impact on 
marine biodiversity. So the question is if 2010 will be further considered as a black 
year for biodiversity, may the 2011 International Forest Year have a much more 
positive effects and beneficial impact for the planet’s lungs, so crucial for mankind 
and biodiversity future. 
 

Pierre Monge 
COFHUAT/FIHUAT 

 


