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Gendering the negotiations on Climate Change 
 

 
At the 53rd session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women in New York, on march 
25th, a seminar was organized to mobilize women organizations regarding the negotiations at 
the 15th Climate Conference (COP15) that will take place in Copenhagen in December 2009 

Women, particularly in rural areas, are the primary users and managers of natural resources, 
they are active innovators and leaders in climate change adaptation and mitigation but in all 
the negotiations of the new convention on climate change (UNFCCC) or other climate change 
debates, gender equality has not been adequately included. 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) adopted in 1992 
in Rio and signed now by 192 countries did not mention gender even though it was mentioned 
in Agenda 21, another outcome of the Rio Summit, During the negotiations for the Kyoto 
protocol, the issue of gender began to emerge in connection with developing countries. In Bali 
(2007) for the first time in the history of the UNFCCC a global network on the relationships 
between gender and climate GGCA (Global Gender Climate Alliance) was established to 
advocate for including the gender component.. It is backed by 9 UN agencies (UNDP, 
UNESCO, UNIFEM, FAO, UNEP, UNICEF, UN HABITAT, OCHA IOM) and by 16 NGOs 
some feminists, some generalist 

The UN Climate Change Bureau in Germany appointed a gender adviser in the perspective of 
the POZNAN meeting in December 2008. The Nordic Council of ministers (Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden) under the Icelandic chairmanship issued a Nordic Summit 
declaration highlighting the problem not only in developing countries but also in 
industrialized countries, focussing on how climate change affects differently men and women. 
Fifteen recommendations were issued regarding inter alia making equality a part of UNFCCC, 
green gender mainstreaming, keys to sustainable innovation, financing etc….) 

The meeting in December 2009 I Copenhagen will be presented with these recommendations 
and in New York there was an appeal to all women organizations to lobby their government 
on incorporating the gender component into in UNFCCC agreement, to ensure that climate 
change and disaster risk reduction are gender responsive, and that it complies with 
international human rights frameworks. At last it did insist on the necessity to enable the 
participation and voice of women leaders to be heard in the local communities s as well as in 
ministries .It is also necessary to integrate a gender sensitive criteria in financial mechanisms 
supporting climate change adaption and mitigation, to integrate capacity-building, technology 
transfer and risk reduction measures  

Many States of the Council of Europe will be part at the Copenhagen meeting .The Nordic 
European countries seem the more committed but as Climate Change affect all nations of 
Europe and all women of Europe, solidarity is a must.  



We also recall that the European Commission has climate change as an item of the 
programme PROGRESS. It seems advisable that ECE and CoE should cooperate on CC. 
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Ref  Nordic desk study can be found at  
http://www.norden.oeg/gender/Konferanse/sk/nordis:_summit.asp?lang=&p_id=1070
 
Information on GGCA can be found at  
GGCA  Secretariat 
info@gender-climate.org
www.gender-climate.org
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